wish each and every member and
worshipper a Biessed Advent Season.
Christmas is a time when we also remember that God gave his Son
Jesus Christ the Emmanuel to be born of woman and live as a man to
reveal God's love in Word and action.

We can also respond to God's love in our commitment in giving
and service to God and to each other. Let's pledge ourselves in tithing
of our monies and service for the coming New Year 2001.

| would like us also to carefully think about the basis and
motivation of tithing principles as revealed in scriptures.

TITHJNG

The word tithe in the Bible is in Hebrew the word “ma-a-ser” which literally means
“tenth part”, This is what the people set apart and give as an offering to God. In the
ancient world tithe was taken from a broad range of property. Tithing was first
mentioned in the Bible in Genesis 14:20 where Abram tithed a tenth of everything
he gained as booty [rom his successful victory in battle over other kings in Canaan,
He recognized that God gave him the victory.
¢ Leviticus 27:30-33 defined tithe as a tenth of the produce of the land and livestock
of the Israelites. " "A tithe of everything from the land. whether grain from the soil
ar fruit from the trees, belongs to the LORD it is holy to the LORD. If a man
redeems any of his tithe, he must add a fifth of the value to it. The entire tithe of
the herd and flock--every tenth animal that passes under the shepherd's rod--will be
holy to the LORD. He must not pick out the good from the bad or make any
substitution, If he does make a substitution, both the animal and its substitute
become holy and cannot be redeemed.' "



BASIS OF TITHING

2 Recognition that ultimately God is the creator of all of the earth’s wealth as
explicated in Psalm 24:1 “The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world,
and &all who live in it; for he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the
waters, God's people are expected to give back to God a tenth that is a portion of
the produce or wealth they possessed, and in some cases they give the first fruits of
the land.

? Recognition that God care for us and is the one that blessed us, Deut 26:10-11 “and
now | bring the firstfruits of the soil that you, O LORD, have given me." Place the
basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him. And you and the
Levites and the aliens among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD
your God has given to you and your household.”

2 Recognition that the tithe belongs to the Lord and is holy to Him, Lev 27:32 “The
entire tithe of the herd and flock--every tenth animal that passes under the
shepherd's rod--will be holy to the LORD."

PURPOSE OF TITHING

¢ To support the “House of God™ — Gen 28:20-22 “Then Jacob made a vow, saying,
"If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey | am taking and
will give me food to eat and clothes to wear so that | return safely to my father's
house, then the LORD will be my God and this stone that I have set up as a pillar
will be God's house, and of all that you give me | will give you a tenth.” The house
of God, Jacob symbelized here by the pillar of stone.

¢® To support the priests and Levites — In 2 Chronicles 31:4-5 in the reformation
under King Hezekiah he directed that the tithes due to priests and Levites to be
brought in. “He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the
priests and Levites so they could devote themselves to the Law of the LORD. As
soon as the order went out, the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits of their
grain, new wine, oil and honey and all that the fields produced. They brought a
great amount, a tithe of everything.” This is also in recognition of the validity of
the priests and Levites as God's representatives and acknowledges their right to
receive support for the spiritual service they performed on the people’s behalf.

2 To imitate God's care for them, by caring for the slaves, the poor, orphans and
widows Deut 14:28-29 “At the end of every three years, bring all the tithes of that
year's produce and store it in your towns, so that the Levites (who have no
allotment or inheritance of their own) and the aliens, the fatherless and the widows
who live in your towns may come and eat and be satisfied, and so that the LORD
your God may bless you in all the work of your hands.”



MOTIVATION FOR TITHING

°

<

Heartfelt love of God and one’s brethren. Tithe becomes a channel for expressing
love to God and love to neighbor.

Malachi 3:8-10 attempt to motivate the people to bring tithe for the right reasons;
only then will they receive the Lord’s blessings. “Will a man rob God? Yet you rob
me. But you ask, "How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings. You are under a
curse~--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe
into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the
LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and
pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it”

Amos 4:4 emphasised the lack of blessings because of presenting tithes with the
wrong motives “Go to Bethel and sin; go to Gilgal and sin yet more. Bring your

. . * b4
sacrifices every morning, your tithes every three years,

EFFECTS OF TITHING

<

<

Tithing demanded that God’s people serve their God at a significant cost to
themselves.

Tithing helped to set God’s people apart as His people and His alone, a people holy
to Him. Deut 14:2 “for you are a people holy to the LORD your God. Out of all the
peoples on the face of the earth, the LORD has chosen you to be his treasured
possession.” This blessing was to reinforce our reverence for God and our sense of
belonging to Him. Tithing was a family affair too, Deut 14:26 “Use the silver to
buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other fermented drink, or anything
you wish. Then you and your household shall eat there in the presence of the
LORD your God and rejoice.

Wishing you all a Blessed Christmas and a Blessed Year 2001 to

come. Amen.



Greetings in the néme of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The scripture is a frequent reminder of our roles in society. In Matthew 5:13-16, our
Lord describes us by using two metaphors, “salt" and "light”. Jesus makes use of these
symbols to illustrate the characteristics of His Kingdom members. Both these symbols
refer to the enriching and preservative influence of the Christians in the world and to
the influence or witness the Christian shares of Christ.

SALT

There are three meanings to the symbol sait.

1. PURITY :
Firstly, it symbolizes purity. During Jesus' time, salt was not contaminated. Man d|d
not add anything to it. Salt was plainly obtained from seawater with the help of light
from the sun. The Roman soldiers were paid with salt and the word ‘salary’ was
derived from it. Salt was not only pure but also expensive.

Jesus uses the symbol to emphasize to His disciples the call to purity, and underscores
the importance of Christians being a wholesome influence on society.

2. APRESERVATIVE AGENT

Unlike today, there were no refrigerators during that time and salt was used to preserve

meat, keeping it fresh. Salt was rubbed thoroughly on the meat before storage. Every

member belonging to the Kingdom of God is a preserving element in society. Through

Christ we are once again pure (as salt) in God’s sight and is as good a preservative
\_ . agent as salt. We always abide in the teachings of our Lord. As salt of the world, we
nl 1 15 are to help preserve the values according to what we imbibe from the Word of God.

Vi

Qyou are cooking a meal and you add too much or too little salt, then the flavour will
b not be right and you will have a lot of leftovers. However, if you were to add the right
?’/ amount of salt to your meal it produces the flavour for all to enjoy the meal. As salt
%}%dds flavour to an otherwise insipid meal, we as salt can add pleasantness to an
otherwise unsavory world by helping people along life's way of hope and comfort in
esus Christ.

- The seeond symbol is light and there are two meanings to it.
_.1, THE RADIANCE OF LIGHT



There is nothing secretive about the Christian commitment or the Christian way of life.
Described as the light of the world, we are an influence for openness and honesty, for
acceptance and love. The influence can be felt. The Christians must not hide
themselves, but live and work in places where their influences can shine through.

2. SERVICE

Light serves to illuminate and enable work. It is also useful in providing directions or
wamning of danger, like the beam of the lighthouse pointing the way for a ship. As
Christians, by our teachings and examples, we can be of service as beacons
illuminating and giving light to others, edifying them for the glory of God.

Jurong Christian Church is situated within a community with a large number of
unbelievers. Let us persist in our prayers that for the year 2001 every one of us, calied
1o be the salt and light of the world, will continue to impact our community and the
world we live in for Christ.

This is our mission for the Kingdom of God.

May you have a blessed Christmas and always be a blessing to others.

Pastor Michael Christian
[ = Py '| L
Q )
KidiseCamipZ 000
When | set foot in the church on 20™ November, many familiar faces greeted me. The

occasion was the annual JCL KID.S camp. In the midst was also a group of non-
Christian friends.

We had two full days of programmes lined up for us. The first day wae filled with fun-
packed aclivities live banner making and an excursion to Gardenla Bread Factory. |
loarnt to be more Independent in cleaning up the table after each meal.

Many ofher life ekills awalted my learning on the second day. There were also
sinspiration, games and \eeeons from Scripture. The beet part of the day was the prize-
giving ceremony when | diecovered that my team had emerged champion.

| thank Giod for the dedication of the Sunday School teachers in making it possible for
us fo spend our holidays wisely during the two days of the K.1.D.S Camp 2000.

Sophia Lau



"On the night before Christmas. all across the world. millions of
children will be tucked in their beds while "visions of sugarplums
dance in their heads.” When they awake they will check their
stockings to see if Samta Claus has come.” (Quoted from the
Internet)

Alas, when the children have checked their stockings, they will be sorely
disappointed 1o note that there is nothing in them and any vision of Santa Claus is
but a dream! This is of course if the adults do not go to ridiculous heights to
stealthilv play the role of the imaginary Father Christmas to perpetuate the
dreamland fantasy of innocent little tots.

Surprisingly 1o me, even in this age of information explosion, there are still
people going around propagating the hackneved hvpe about Santa Claus on his world
tour riding on a reindeer with exciting chimney adventures to boot. Do these fantasy
mongers really expect modern-day children to be easily fooled or more foolish adults
to buy the idea that (really!) millions of children are putting out their enormously
oversized stockings to collect as manv as possible the gift droppings as Santa comes
sleighing across a snow-cast sky?’

In this Christmas season when the world indulges in ils traditional
merrymaking, we may perhaps enjoy a little mirth at the expense of the incredible
yam-spinners with their bagfuls ol [airy-tales to spread the festive cheer with their



own sense of humour. No offence intended, since these yuletide storytellers are out
in the spirit of fun and fantasy afler all.

Come Christmas eve, if we do not have the good fortune to see a
conspicuous presence of colourfully bright stockings deep in the night or at the usual
bedtime hours of little children in Singapore, perhaps those
on tours of Asian or Western countries can bring back a
story or two about what interesting things they get to see in
other places. T shall be looking forward to hear about the
wonders of Santa Claus in his black suit (red suit blackened
by chimney soot) speeding on his reindeer-sleigh going
about his pargantuan task of delivering presents to the
waiting millions of children around the globe as he counts
on his fingers "one ... two ... three ... four ... " to be very
sure that there is no unfortunate kid forgotten and left with
a shattered dream.

As we await the tales from our travelling friends, maybe we can spend a bit
of time at Orchard Road to "gaze into a galaxy of stars while walking in a winter
wonderland. That is the promise this Christmas season from the Orchard Road
shopping belt." (Straits Times Nov. 20)

[ have been there and T would recommend Tanglin Mall for the children to
have a fun time wetting their buttocks on a mini-slide made slippery with a regular
spewing of soapy foam and showers of "snow". However, if you envision the
children having a hands-on understanding of what snow is like, you may be
disappointed because the snow showers are more like showers of soapy water
without real frost or ice [lakes.

Done with the mall and a good supper at the McDonald's or Delifrance
outlets conveniently located there, have a stroll further along the road to take in the
"magical” sight of a canopy of stars above the traffic. You may ask: "What is so
magical about all this?"

Here are a few captivating descriptions from the ST report:

“Adding to the wintry illusion is the 4-m
snowman ... And completing the theme is a 7-m
archway ... which looks like a giant iceberg."”

1 do not quite see the whole "wonderland” the way the reporter saw it. 1t
was afler all just an artificial light show that stood out with small blinking electric
bulbs trying very hard to be like the infinite stars of the universe. What caught my



imagination was the enterprise behind the whole thing with human creativity
stretched to its limits to imitate nature. The man-made roof of stars reminded a
Straits Times reader (Shawn Lum) about a time when he was literally camping under
real stars at Sierra Nevada of Central California. (ST Nov. 26) He gave a vivid
description:

"The stars were so bright and so numerous and
they appeared to be just beyond the reach of my
outstretched fingers. Never before in my life had
1 seen something as enchanting ..."

The ST reader further reminisced about the time when some people were
enraptured by the sight of a huge double rainbow at Bukit Timah Road and another
scene of a brilliant full moon hovering against a cloudless sky just shortly after
moonrise. He ended his thoughts with these statements:

"No matter how busy or hectic our lives may be.
there is always an opportunity to be mesmerised
by the exquisiteness of the natural world. It took
a light show of sublime beauty for me to realise
this, and for that | thank Mr Clair [French
designer of the show] and the Singapore
Tourism Board. "

Shawn Lum's view is a thought-provoking one. The difference between
what is real and what is artificial is good for us to meditate on. Some peaple say that
there are two Christmases every vear - one is secular and commercial while the other
is Christian and beyond criticism. There is really only one Christmas but three kinds
of celebrations: one is governed by the bottomline interest of having holiday and fun,
the second is dictated by a vested commercial interest and the third (most meaningful
of all) is with a true understanding of whose
birthday we are called to celebrate on Christmas
Day.

Obviously, Christmas has to do with
Christ. Otherwise, we should not be calling it
Christmas. Many people find it important enough to
celebrate their birthdays every year. How much
more important it is for us to celebrate the birthday
of the Christ Child on Christmas Day!

The birth of Christ is described mainly in
the Gospels of Maithew and Luke. Matthew




describes the birth from the viewpoint of Joseph while Luke describes it from the
viewpoint of Mary. However, we must recognize that the story of Christ's birth did
not begin with the events surrounding Joseph and Mary. In fact, it began far back in
time. The birth of Christ was foretold by the prophets whose accounts we read in the
OT.

Isaiah 7:14 tells us that "The virgin will be with child and will give birth to
a son, and will call him Immanuel." The word "Immanuel" means "God with us".
The divine nature of this child, his relationship with God, was already obvious from
this prophecy of Isaiah before the child was actually bom to Mary. Isaiah 9:6 further
emphasizes that "to us a child is bom ...", suggesting the humanity of Christ, being
born in a natural way as any human being. The prophet went on to say that “to us a
son is given". What is given is a gift not for the asking, but given according to the
wishes of the giver.

"Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace
.." (Isa 9:6b f) From these descriptions of Christ by Isaiah, we know the
uniqueness and purposefulness of Christ's birth according to God's plan.

While the birth of the Chnst Child was prophesied by Isaiah with
meticulous detail, who at the prophet's time would have the courage to believe what
he said about the "ridiculous" event of a virgin giving birth to a child who would be
called such names as "Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace"? Yet, the event ultimately took place exactly as prophesied. Not
only so, it was accurate in every detail. Beyond Christ's supematural birth, his
extraordinary ministry in the world, his amazing death on the Cross and His
subsequent resurrection were all as Scripture had predicted

In the 2000 years from Abraham to Alexander the Great to Julius Caesar to
King Herod, the Holy Land faced many tribulations. Despite -attempts to kill the
infant Jesus and the Lord's final crucifixion by the Jewish leaders who felt their



authority being threatened, the birth of Christ, His death on the Cross and His
resurrection have formed the comerstone of our Christian faith.

When we celebrate Christmas, we commemorate  F ‘JR GJU i,

the birth of Christ, which we may use as our stepping stone “‘U ! ';"
to go forward and backward in time 1o trace the long story of e HL l"j”‘h‘ “VNL_

the Messiah whom God promised to his people. No matter ]th Y I.JL‘ LF;
how we dissect Scripture with a conscientious heart. the true S TR T

import of Christmas will sink into the depths of our minds,
hearts, and souls. "For God so loved the world that he gave
his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have etemal life." (Jn 3:16) As we ponder on these
words, we can celebrate Christmas with a joyful heart and a
proper understanding of what it is alf about.

Certainly, you would not expect the Christ Child to
be part of the shopping belt celebration with a commercial
interest more on the wallets of merrymakers than on whether . et
the roof of stars makes any real Christmas sense. The "stars” Sl o N
put up man are utterly incomparable to the stars put up by
God in the natural firmament. . Any secular celebration against a backdrop of
indulgence with excesses of fun.' eating, drinking and spending is in sharp contrast
with the message of love, joy, peace and hope in the Christ Child. Some Christians
may be indifferent about the dichotomy, but the glaring difference between the two
may just have the right potency to shake many of us up to meditate on the real
meaning of Christmas. As we walk along Orchard Road to take in the sight of a man-
made scene with twinkling light bulbs overhead, let us indulge ourselves with the
wonderful opportunity of being reminded of what the real Christmas is about. Just as
an arlificial light show may strike a chord in our faculties to contemplate and be
awed by the exquisiteness of the natural world that is beyond comparison, a
"confrontation" with the issues of the seven-storev-tall Christmas tree at Orchard
Park, the snowman outside Orchard MRT and the sight of Santa Claus strolling
along (instead of climbing down chimneys or sleighing about) may just present us
with conversational pieces to share with our kids the truths and distortions about
Christmas. May we also be instruments of God's grace sharing with people the real
Good News about the Christ Child - God's love gift to the world:

"This is how God showed His love among us: He sent His one and
only Son into the world that we might live through Him. This is
love: not that we loved God. but that He loved us and sent His Son
as an atoning sacrifice for our sins" (1 Jn 4:9-10)

John Lee



A Qusit from the
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by Pére Robért

for Maria. [da. Isabel. Maxine. Crozet & Audrevy

Twas the morning of Christmas, when all through the
house

All the family was frantic, mcluding my spouse;

For each one of them had one thing only in mind,

To examine the presents St Nick left behind.

The boxes and wrapping and ribbons and toys
Were strewn on the floor, and the volume of noise
Increased as our children began a big fight

Over who got the video games, who got the bike.

| looked at my watch and | said, slightly nervous,
“"Lot's get ready for church, 30 we won't miss the
service,"

The children protested, *We don't want to pray:
We've just got our presents, and we want to play!”

It dawned on me then that we had gone astray,

In confusing the purpose of this special day;

Our presents were many and very high-priced

But something was missing — that something was
Christ!

1 said, "Put the gifts down and let's gather together,
And Ml tell you a tale of the greatest gift ever.

"A savior was promised when Adam first sinned,
And the hopes of the world upon Jesus were pinned.
Abraham begat lssac, who Jacob begat,

And through David the line went to Joseph, whereat
This carpenter marriad a maiden with child,

Who yet was a virgin, in no way defiled.

*Saying 'Hail, full of Grace,' an archange! appeared
To Mary the Blessed, among women revered:

The Lord willed she would bear — through the Spirit —a

son.
Said Mary to Gabriel, ‘God's will be done.'

“Now Caesar commanded a tax would be paid,
And all would go home while the consus was made;
Thus Joseph and Mary did leave Galilee

For the city of David to pay this new fee.

"Mary's time bad arrived, but the inn had no room,
So she laid in a manger the fruit of her womb;
And both Joseph and Mary admired as He napped
The Light of the World in his swaddling clothes
wrapped.

"Three wise men from the East had come looking for
news

Of the birth of the Savior, the King of the Jews;

They carried great gifts as they followed a star —
Gold, frankincense, myrrh, which they'd brought from
afar,

“As the shepherds watched over their flocks on that
night,

The glory of God shone upon them quite bright,
And an angel explained the intent of the birth,
Saying, 'Glory to God and His peace to the earth.'

*For thig was the Messiah whom prophets foretold,

A good shepherd to bring his sheep back to the fold;
He was God become man, He would die on the cross,
He would rise from the dead to restore Adam's loss.

*Santa Claus, Christmas presents, a brightly lit pine,
Candy canes and spiked eggnog are all very fine;
Let's have fun celebrating, but leave not a doubt
That Christ is what Christmas is really about!”

The children right then put an end to the noise,

They dressed quickly for church, put away all their toys;
For they knew Jesus loved them and said they were glad
That He'd died for their sins, and to save their dear Dad.

©1986 F.R. Duplantier

Published with permission. Please note the following request at
http://www.politickles.com/thankevann/christchild/
Help us put Christ back in Christmas
by circulating this verse widely.
Permission to publish or post is hereby granted,
with attribution to F.R, Duplantier,




FACING THE CHANGING WORLD

by Tan Swee Leong

We have entered into the New
Millennium. We are already almost a
year into it. What has the New
Millennium brought us?

The world before us is a rapidly
changing one. In the face of such
changes, many of which affect us, what
is our response? One major change
that impads wus is increasing
modernization, sometimes referred to
as the westernisation of our society.
The increasing influence of the media,
the borderless world brought about by
the Internet, our growing affluence,
more pervasive travel abroad, all brings
the influence of the outside world upon
us, into our very doorsteps. More
importantly, these influences cause
changes in our thinking, values and
perspectives.

Some of the key changes that we see
in the world that we could learn from,
be on the guard against and develop
scriptural based convictions include:

Growing Economic Prosperity

Our society emphasizes material
prosperity, worldly success, efficiency
and excellence. People crave and
strive to reach these goals - the 5 Cs -
all material driven. Those who are
unable to reach it try other means,
buying a ticket, which promises a rich
prize; evidenced by the long queues we
witness each week at the 4D booths,
and even longer queues when the prize
money is increased.

Prosperity and striving for materialistic
gains can become obsessive and
cause us to become unaware of our
wealth compared to the rest of the
needy world. Singapore has become
affluent, but the drive to increase our
wealth can produce a people who are
selfish, greedy, and materialistic and
not people of contentment, caring and
thankful for the rich blessings we enjoy.

“Does life consist of the abundance of
possessions?" the Bible asks this
pointed question. @ The answer is
obvious to the followers of Christ. In
fact the Bible teaches us that
"godliness with contentment is great
gain". (1 Tim 6:6)

Increasing World Of Competition

In our pursuit of prosperity and

success, we strive to outdo others. We
increasingly see ourselves as
competitors. We seek to develop our
abilities and lay claim that we earn our
due rewards through our skills and
abilities. We tend to be individualistic.
We claim that we have the right to
choose what we want to do with our
lives. We have the right to compete
and benefit from our hard work. We
seek the highest level of the hierarchy
of needs that of self-actualization and
self-fulfillment. In all this striving our
motivations weaken our responsibility
to family, society and to the nation. In
wanting our right over others we
become more self-centered and less
caring.

Christ teaches us to express
compassion and to show love even to
our enemies. Seek to do good to those

who hate you. Paul instructs us, "each
of you should look not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of
others.” (Phil 2:4)

Losing Our Roots

The increase of global communication
affects our cultural values, ethics and
thinking. People want to discover their
own way of doing things based on
personal preference. We want to
choose our own morality and identity.
Personal morality is shaped by the
media and our peers. We want a
morality that does not interfere with our
pursuit of prosperity, success and self-
fulfilment.

In a changing world, we need an
unchanging standard of right and
wrong. Only in Scripture can we find
that unchanging standard.

Impact Of Technology

Man has built machines as tools of
communication. Modern man has
become increasingly dependent on
these tools. We try to save time,
because the impact of technology has
increased the speed in which things
has to be done. We have a plethora of
communication medium to attend to:-
e-mail, wvoicemail, faxes, phone
messaging. Our communication mode
is increasingly de-humanizing - lacking
the human touch. Witness the
pervasiveness of SMS  (Short
Messaging Service on the mobile
phone), ICQ, IRC (Internet Relay Chat).
Increasingly the youth of today prefer
these  "impersonal" modes of
communication, where messages are

curt and to the point, often in phrases
rather than sentences. Letter writing is
long gone and rarely used and they are
referred to as snail mail. Today's
communication demand instant
response. The tool of communication
designed to serve us has become our
master.

Virtual Reality - the world of pure
imagination allows us to kill someone,
but it is still virtual, only make believe.
We have virtual pets; virttual
relationships live in a virtual world -
when the reality is that we live in a real
world. The virtual world does not
require commitment, it is all play.
Surely there is danger in detaching the
real and replacing it with virtual reality.

Through the Internet we have an
overload of information. Information is
a great pretender of wisdom. The
Internet brings us so much information,
lots of which are undefined and
unconnected. Try doing a search for a
simple word like "love" or "computer” or
“man”, It would probably throw out
tens of thousands of hits - all with little
interrelatedness.

We have to be careful and discerning
when we use technology - only as a
tool. Remember the tool of technology
is a good servant but a ternble master.

The world is changing, the pace is
increasingly hectic, the influences are
pressing but oftentimes subtle.
Christians today need to build the
foundation on the Word that can
withstand the vagaries of these
changes.



Christmas is special to me. It reminds me
of God’s special gift to me. This special
gift is His precious and only Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ who came to this world 2000
years ago to be born as a human being on
Christmas day. Without Him, I can never
be saved because 1 am sinful by nature,
Only God is Holy. By His grace, He has
chosen me to be called His own child. And
now I can call Him my Heavenly father,
Lord and Saviour. From the day 1 received
Him into my life, He has never failed or
left me. But I frequently grieved Him by
choosing my own foolish ways that
invariably led to disappointments and
being misunderstood.

Life is never the same when [ have
received Jesus as my Lord. | am more
conscious of what I say and as ] grow and
feed on His Word, the Bible, I become
more tolerant.

Before | knew Christ, I seldom said “thank
you”. Whenever 1 hated any person, no
kind words came out from my mouth, |
was afraid of darkness, depth and height
and was superstitious. 1 followed my
friends to Kulai in JB to consult a medium
regarding our future. The medium
predicted that 1 would have difficult
childbirth. When I had a severe headache
that did not get better after taking the
doctor’s medication, 1 drank water mixed
with the ash of talisman.

My elder brother often used his knuckles
to knock my head and even showed his
friends the various ways of knocking. My
father ignored my cries and scolded me
instead. He said that | was just like a piece

to et

of paper that could not be touched - easily
torn. I hated my elder brother so much that
when 1 started working and was staying at
the YWCA hostel, | enrolled in a Tac
Kwan Do class for self-defence. Ironically,
it was then that Giod brought healing into
my life through an elderly European
couple, Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Stanley. |
stopped pursuing the self-defence course
after that.

The Stanlecys came knocking at my
dormitory’s door to invite my roommatcs
and me for fellowship every Tuesday
evening. They invited us to their home for
tea, There was once when they took us to a
coftfee shop for drinks and said *“Thank
You” to the attendant. (In my heart, | was
thinking: “It is his job. Why bother with
the thanks!”). Their love and concern
touched my heart, and | was introduced to
Jesus by them. They encouraged me to
attend a church, [ tried JCC and I loved it.
The brothers and sisters-in-Christ were all
very caring. They corrected me when I was
wrong. | did many wrong things without
knowing it. Pastor Kusserow explained to
me that | was only inviting the evil spirit
into my life by drinking the water of the
medium’s talisman. He prayed for me and
the headache gradually subsided and
finally disappeared. | forgave my brother
and our relationship improved. Lord Jesus
overruled the medium's prediction and
blessed me with two normal births.

Lord Jesus is real and alive yesierday,

today and forever. tis love has erased the
fear and hatred in my life.

Dorothy Ow
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Why are we so
embarrassed to wear
a T-shirt with Christian
messages or with the
name of Jesus on it?
Do we think that we
are asking for a fight if
we wear such a T-
shirt? Let us not be
shy to declare that we
are Christian.



Biblical Fasting

continued from Nov 2000 issue

Some Biblical Principles on
Fasting

Fasting is Assumed by the New
Testament: When Jesus spoke about
fasting, he didn't say if you fast, but "when
you fast” (Matthew 6:16). Our Lord
assumes that Christians will fast. And from
the rest of the books in the New Testament
we know that they did.

There once was an inappropriate time for
fasting though: when our Lord was here on
earth. During that time Jesus' disciples
never fasted and that seemed unusual to the
religious leaders and John the Baptist's
friends. "Then the followers of John came
to Jesus and said, 'Why do we and the
Pharisees oflen fast for a certain time, but
your followers don't?’ Jesus answered, 'The
friends of the bridegroom are not sad while
he is with them. But the time will come
when the bridegroom will be taken from
them, and then they will fast.'” (Matthew
9:14-15),

But now Jesus is no longer physically
present with us. He will .not be until His
coming. So until the rapture our Lord
knows there will be times when fasting is
an appropriate response. He is not here and
because of that there will be spiritual
struggle, and tribulation, and a need to fast.

The Occasion for a Fast is Voluntary:
Fasting was looked upon as a very great
virtue in the early church. In fact, they
thought so highly of fasting that they
inserted the term "fasting” into the Biblical
text even though it wasn't in the original

manuscripts (check various transiations or
margin notes for Matthew 17:21; Mark
9:29; Acts 10:30; | Corinthians 7:5)! This
emphasis upon fasting also caused them to
do the very thing the Pharisees had done,
which was to prescribe certain set times for
fasting: twice a week on Wednesday and
Friday!

We need to be careful to avoid pitfalls of
legalism like this. Surprisingly, a particular
day for fasting was commanded in
Scripture only once -- on the Day of
Atonement (Leviticus 16). The fast on the
Day of Atonement was connected with a
deep mournful spirit in confessing sin.
Now in the New Covenant, Jesus Christ has
become our atonement offering, so we no
longer even need to observe the Leviticus
16 Day of Atonement! In all the rest of the
Bible there are no other Scriptures which
command fasting at a specific time or on a
specific occasion! None!

So when should a Christian fast? When he
or she feels the Spirit of God leading them
to fast. The occasion for fasting is a totally
voluntary decision. Some of the specific
times when people in the Bible fasted are
listed in the next section. But basically we
can say a Christian may decide to fast
whenever there is a spiritual concern or
struggle in his or her life. Of course, there
may be times when those in authority over
us proclaim a fast, as was done by Saul in 1
Samuel 14:24 or Jehoshaphat in 2
Chronicles 20:3. But normally and
ultimately that decision is solely between
us and the Lord.



The Length of a Fast is Voluntary: A fast
was usually for one day (as in Judges
20:26; 1 Samuel 14:24; 2 Samuel 1:12;
3:35) from sunrise to sunset, and then after
sundown food would be taken. However,
some fasts were longer, The fast of Esther
continued 3 days, both day and night. At
the burial of Saul the fast was seven days
(1 Samuel 31:13) and David also fasted
seven days when his child was ill (2
Samuel 12:16-18). The longest fasts we
find in the Bible are for forty days: Mases
(3 times -- Deuteronomy 9:9,18; Exodus
3428), Elijah (once -- 1 Kings 19:8), and
Jesus (once -~ Matthew 4:2). The Biblical
principle here is that the length of time you
fast is determined by your own desires and
the occasion or purpose of the fast. There is
freedom in the Lord here.

How You Spend Your Time While
Fasting is a Personal Decision Too: My
ideas about fasting were shaped more by
the world and what [ saw in the media than
by God's Word. So I grew up with the idea
that fasting was something done by
cloistered monks in prayer, hermits, and
very spiritual people on sacred retreats. But
thats not the way the Bible thinks about
fasting, In the Bible, fasting often occurs as
something you do while carrying on your
everyday activities!

Matthew 6:16-18 demonstrates this, since
Jesus pictures a situation in which
Christians are among other people going
about their normal duties and activities. In
fact, soldiers involved in the activity of
warfare sometimes fasted (! Samuel 14:24)
as well as the sailors on ship with Paul
(Acts 27:33). There is a certain sense in

which fasting, even in the midst of your
daily activities, becomes a constant prayer
to the Lord. And in the actual experience of
fasting, a periodic pang of hunger can
become a good reminder to send up a short
arrow prayer for the particular thing about
which you are fasting,

What a marvelous freedom God gives us in
the area of fasting. Jesus assumes that we
will fast, yet he leaves the choice of when
to fast, the length of our fast, and the
decision of how we will spend our time
while fasting completely up to us!

Fasting Does Not Negate Our
Responsibility to be Obedient to God:
We cannot fast and pray expecting God to
bless when there is known sin in our lives.
Fasting does not impress God with our
spirituality to the point that he ignores our
disobedience. On the contrary, genuine
fasting will always cause us to examine our
hearts to make sure everything is right with
Him,

The people of Isaiah's day thought that they
could fast in disobedience and God would
hear them, But God said, "on the day df
your fasting, you do as you please and
exploit all your workers. Your fasting ends
in quarreling and strife and in striking
each other with wicked fists. You cannot
fast as you do today and expect your voice
to be heard on high”. (lsaiah 58:3b-4).



Occasions for Fasting

'When is it appropriate to fast? 'What types
of situations should induce a fast? 'What is
a good Biblical reason for going without
food? The Bible has answers to those
questions. We find seven occasions when
the people of God fasted. God's people
fasted in these situations:

Mourning someone's death: We see
fasting and mourning connected in 1
Samuel 31:13; 1 Chronicles 10:12; 2
Samuel 1:12; and 2 Samuel 3:35. In these
situations fasting showed the sorrow that
the people felt over the loss of someone
God used in our lives. In fact, the custom
of fasting in mouming was considered
normal behavior among the Israelites.
That's why the servants of David were so
astonished when David got up and ate
following the death of his son: "David's
servants said to him, 'Why are you doing
this? When the baby was still alive, you
refused to eat and you cried. Now that the
baby is dead, you get up and eat food?!" (2
Samuel 12:21).

When someone experiences the loss of a
close friend or relative, they usually don't
feel like eating. This is a normal, natural
reaction in the initial stages of grief. It is a
perfectly good reason to fast.

Mourning sin, ie. in repentance and
confession: Examples of this are found in
Deuteronomy 9:18; 1 Samuel 7:6; 1 Kings
21:27; Ezra 10:6; Jonah 3:5; and Acts 9:3-
9. When people wished to demonstrate that
they were serious about repenting from
their sin, they fasted. Qur willingness to

sacrifice shows the depth of our
commitment and in this case fasting is a
pictorial way of saying to the Lord, "I care
more about getting right with You, God,
than [ do about even my own life." So a
good occasion for fasting is when we are
truly grieving over our sins,

A situation of impending danger; for
protection: There are occasions when
death or danger threaten us. We see from
the Scripture that it is certainly appropriate
to employ fasting as a means of receiving
God's protection during these times. When
Ezra was carrying a large consignment of
gold and silver to the temple in Jerusalem
along a route infested with bandits, he
records: "I proclaimed a fast..that we
might humble ourselves before our God, to
seek from him a straight way for ourselves,
our children, and all our goods" (Ema
8:21,23,31). Other examples of fasting for
protection are found in Jeremiah 36:9 and
Esther 4.3,

Direction: Fasting helps us find God's will,
If we expect God to reveal his direction for
our lives, we must put Him first. Ofien this
means putting aside the fulfillment of our
physical appetites so that we can focus our
attention on Him,

We find an example of fasting for direction
in 2 Chrenicles 20:1-30. Three nations
were coming sgainst Judah to destroy
them. King Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah,
prociaimed a fast for the whole nation and
they asked the Lord what they should do.
God heard their prayer and their fast and
gave the people prophetic direction through
one of the choir members! God told them



what to do.

Acts 13:2 is another example of direction
being given by God during a last. Here we
find the leaders of the church of Antioch
worshipping and fasting, The Holy Spirit
used this occasion to tell the church leaders
to choose Paul and Bamabas from among
their group and send them out to spread the
gospel among the Gentiles. So fasting is
one of the ways we seek God's guidance
and direction in our lives.

Sickness: There are two examples in
Scripture of fasting on behalf of those who
are sick: 2 Samuel 12:15-23; Psalm 35:13.
Both of these examples come from the life
of David. In Psalm 35:13 David says, "Yet
when they were sick, I put on clothes of
sadness and showed my sorrow by going
without food." David saw fasting as a way
to ask God for physical healing in the lives
of other people.

The ordination of missionaries or church
leaders: Fasting appears to have been a
regular part of the ordination of church
leaders and missionaries. We have already
looked at Acts 13, the calling of Paul and
Barnabas for missionary service. Verse 3
tells us that after they received this
direction from the Lord, then they ordained
them for missionary service by prayer,
fasting and laying their hands upon them.

We find the same thing later on in the book
of Acts -- Paul and Barnabas fasted at the
selection of the first elders for the new
churches they planted (Acts 14:23). 1t
would appear that fasting in these cases is a
way of seriously seeking God's blessing,

annointing, and power upon the leaders ol
the church.

Special revelation: The final occasion for
fasting is for special revelations.
Exceptional insights from God were
sometimes given to the prophets and others
during periods of fasting. Daniel sought
God with fasting to ask God to fulfil His
promise to restore Jerusalem (see Daniel
9:9,18 and compare with Jeremiah 29:10-
[3). He received through the angel Gabriel
a wonderful unfolding of God's plan for
Israel. If we have sought God in vain for
the fulfillment of some promise, it could be
that He is waiting for us to humble
ourselves by fasting and seek Him as
Daniel did.

Other examples of prophetic revelation
during times of fasting are found in Exodus
34:28; Deuteronomy 9:9,18; and Daniel
10:1-3. God decided to speak to these men
while they were in the midst of a fast. For
those seeking prophetic guidance or
revelation today, God may also use the
occasion of fasting to speak to them in a
Very unique way.

What Will Be Your Response?

As we look at the Bible it becomes evident
that fasting was practiced more often than
Christians usually practice it today. In fact,
among most American Christians fasting is
entirely neglected. | want to challenge vou
today to begin to practice the discipline of
fasting. If you accept the challenge of
God's Word to fast, | would like to provide
some guidelines for you as you begin to
make this a more regular part of vour



Christion life. The Lord will reward your
effons m fasting Here are some ndividuad
guidelines for lasiing:

Resch a personsl conwviction on
the mbjent through carefiol Bible
siudy. — G inlo the Word on
your oum. Scz wiml the Bibkc
really sy sbowt fodimg. Check
the thngs tha have been g
here, mead dhe | Scriphaee
feferences fimed below, and go
deEpeT.

A physicisn’s note: biske sure
you e medbcally shie 1o fas
e foere mRemPing 0L

Begin with shar fests  sad
gradunlly move Lo larger pesinds
of time Il vou desire. i you'we
never fmsied belore, you need o
sturt slow, Domt stert with a theee
day faxt!

Be prepared for some dizziness,
headache, of nauses in the early
golng, Mot of our bodies beve
mever  gone  without food Foe
Iomger than a few howrs,

Brenk a prolaonged fist gradually
with meals that are lighi and easy
1o digest, Trving 1o gorge
youraell Following a Fast will
only moke wou sick and wall
leave you with an unpleasani
memoary ol fasting,

Enter with & positive faith thai
Crod will reward those who fast

with the right molives. - Cied
3ay3 that He will: “When you fos,
your Foiher, whe seer what |3
done fn pecrel, will Fewgrd jron™
{Marthew §:18).

Mix your Bt wiih peager, 1ime
in Scriplure reading, singing, of
devoiipmal romding. Remomber
fasting s not o end in luef
Seek the Lord, not 1he expericnce
of fasiing.

Feoop dbocking your  mdiees
concernang your sl Hypoorsy
and spinihuel pride can emily
creep in These & & rewand fior
fasting, bun only fasting dome
with the right molives {Matthew
FLirl |8

SOME BIBLICAL REFERENCES TO
FASTIMNG
TOGET ¥0OU STARTED




S THE LITURGICAL
B SERVICE

[romdnin Subiion -,

Liturgical service is a bore? What is the actual problem? -
The problem may lie in ourselves.

A favorite whipping boy of many churchgoers in Singapore us has for a long time been
the use of rote repetition in prayer and the liturgy. The common complaint: "Those poor
Lutherans, all they ever do is say the same old confessions and prayers and creeds all
the time, Just "Lord, have mercy," or some such prayer, over and over and over again,
But they don't think about what they are praying, they just rattle those words
thoughtlessly off the tongue."

We would not hesitate to admit that some rote repetition is probably used by some
people somewhere, who never give thought to what they are saying, but it is far more
important to note that rote repetition is in the lives of many - an extremely valuable
tool of learning and of meditation. So while for some, rote repetition is an entirely
fruitless waste of time, for others, it is a necessary aid to Christian meditation.

But how might we reply to the scoffer and his worry about repetition as mindless
chatter? Let us deal first with the greater reason to consider a salutary use of rote ritual:
it is because Christ has Himself so directed His Church. The scoffers' scorn must be
directed at Christ Himself before it is directed at the liturgy of the Church., The most
common rote ritual prayer in use in the Church today, and, for that matter, in all her
history, is the Our Father. Who could gainsay the fact that of all the prayers repeated
over and over and over again, this one must rank on top of the list? Indeed, the scoffer
could find a great target for his scoffing by considering the way Christians just keep on
repeating and repeating these same words all the time. But against what is he really
scoffing? Or, more to the point, against whom? This is, after all, the Lord's Prayer, the
prayer the Lord Jesus gave us.

But the scoffer might well (as some have done) direct our attention to the words of
Jesus in St. Matthew's gospel which serve as a preface to His giving of this prayer in
6:7-13. First He said, "When you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do,"
which would seem to support the scoff, until one considers the words following: "For
they think that they will be heard for their many words." Thus "vain" has to do not with



“repetition,” but with the thought that by repetition one can gain a hearing. The abuse of
the rosary does come to mind here, but not without the thought that it could as easily
have a salutary use, depending on one's state of mind. But more to the point, I have
heard many a scoffer chide rote prayers while at the same time preferring himself to run
on endlessly with the words of his vain musing, with the rather transparent assumption
that his sincerity will surely be better demonstrated to God if he can sustain the
monologue for an extended period of time. To whom, then, does Jesus' wamning best

apply?

The scoffers also like to refer to Jesus' words immediately preceding the Our Father:
"Pray like this," He says, "Our Father," etc. (Matthew 6:9). The key word, they say, is
the word like. This word has even led Blessed Martin Luther to see the Our Father as a
pattern for all Christian prayer, and to compose prayers quite intentionally according to
the pattern found there. Therefore, the scoffer can maintain that the Lord's Prayer was
not really meant to be repeated by rote, as it is, over and over, but rather, to be a pattern
and nothing more.

We could refer by way of reply to the overwhelmingly unbroken and monolithic
practice of the 'Church catholic over her centuries of existence to incorporate the Our
Father in virtually every order of service and prayer office one can find, but this might
(at least to a scoffer) beg the question: so what? Laying aside the rather patent
arrogance such talk belies (against all the churches of all time one really wishes to
prate?), we could also reply by way of the Our Father as it is found in St. Luke 11:2,
The Lucan version of Jesus' preface is more direct than the Matthean: "When you pray,
say, Our Father," etc. Here we find a simple and refreshing command: say this, which
ought to lay to rest the prattle of scoffers against rote ritual. For according to these
unmistakable terms it is Jesus Himself who here is the One ultimately responsible for
the Church's rote ritual. Thus the Church's unbroken record of prominent usage -of the
Our Father is first of all a mark of her obedience to her Master. Conversely, any
scoffing against rote just because it is rote is first of all a mark of disobedience to the
Same.

There is latent truth in the charge that rote ritual will yield wandering minds. That is not
a charge against it, but on the contrary another point in its favor. Following is the
reason this is so.

What marks the difference is frame of mind. The mind set one brings to prayer or
worship is of critical importance for worship. If someone approaches prayer
begrudgingly, prayer will not do him much good at all. This is especially true of
prayers repeated by rote. Here will be found, rather, an opportunity to scoff, or at least



fo let the mind wander to other matters. 1t is no doubl due 1o the awareness of such
wandéring of minds tha! contemporary worship-planners choose o copstruct the
prevess of the Church i such-a way s to snatch the attention of these minds, to bring
them huck o the tnsk &t hand. Creativity thin becomes » great asset, for the more e
can iivent new ways 4o catch atention, e more success one ought to expect.
Underlying this epproach is a view that wandering minds are primerily the
responsibility of the Trurgist, the pastor,

This implicatlon falls 1o note the trie muiure of the problem of the perenninl wendering
mind. Wandering minds—particularly minds that often fall victim 10 wandering—
are the froit of o failore to ecknowledge the henefit of ritusl praver, Those who
appromch the riiusl with eveén man implicid scorn for such thiogs—ihicking, for
instance, this role stull won't reslly do me any good-—will oot be Inclingd towsrd
paying atiention, We alrendy sald this; why say it again?, etc. When worship planners
fiill totake such implicil fooen inde sogount, they miss the true nature of the problem al
b,

Could it be thal such scomn 8 actunlly an sversion to the very idea that ane must direct
his stiention to words other than his awn? Cne who puffa, "Hh:r sy thin again? is in
essence complaining that his mind wants something new to receive, something else. 1s
this the crentive part of the mind, then? For to conle somahing fs (o experience
sgmuothing new, something sompledely else. Without disparaging areativity allopether—
for there is surely i sémson for evervthing— it can hardly be denied that créating ane’s
own words or [oughts is necessarily opposed to receiving somectie glse’s words or
thoghts, Therefore when the matter i hand s the Word of God and the importance
andd command of Chrint to meditnte thereon (Search fhe Scriptures, John 5:39).
creativity |s guite out of place, We might even suggest that it was fhin mischievous
desire for creativity that led to consumption of the forbidden fruit in Eden (as i 1o-5ay,
"We want semething new(™ ). Az |east it can be deduced thal scomn of repetition, when
weeay hicre, hng 0o real objeet other than the Word of God. |t is, in shon, disobedience to
the Subbath commandsment, with its attendunt imptieation that we gladiy hear and leam
the Word ofGod.

Mow we can el at tha reason the emplovmént ol role rJ:u-! i warsh o i a point @ s
fiwor, even in connection with the wandering of minds, in addition to the douinicyl
command, rofe repetition is o grest divider: it helps to soparate the sheep from the
goais. The fct thal rote riial Is the barie of some and (he bicssing of others is not
unrelmted 1o the fce (hat rode ritual resulis [ the wondering of minds, For in the first
place, when the mind of the confempluois wanders, it will produce the closing of his
mind, converstly, when the mind of the diligent wanders, this will produce @ sell-



chiding, and hence & greater desire (o concentrete. In fact, such o one who pists forth the
cospsequent effort to concentrate will quickly find that he has no difficulty doing so, by
virtue of the fact that much rote repetition is going on, and he already knows what to
expect,

This whole process is nol unlike the reasor Jesus gave for preaching in parables:

Bacause they sesing see nut; and hearing they hear nod, netther do they understand

. . For this people's hanet ks waxed gross, gnd their eirs ace dull of hearing, and
their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eves, and
heir with their cars, ond shoold understand with their hesrt, and shoull be
ponveried, and | shioold heal thent, (Masthew 13:14-15)

Why did Jesus preach in parables, if He knew that some people were siready dull of
hearing? His approach contains both grace and judgment: grace for those who do heur.
and implicit judgment against others who rofose, as I He wonld s=y, This message [
not for yoi, then, So 1is parables served o5 o begimnning of ihe seperation of the fuithful
from the hvpocrites, For if seas only those who ssked, What does thiz meant Who were
1okd?

S0 dlso does rote repetition serve (o separate the fithiul from the hypocrites, and
in & way 1o expose the hvpoerkiy of the |atters 1 say it once, but don't make me lizten
two of thres times in u row! Oh? And why net? Because vou did not really rejoies in it
the first et

We find therefore apciber oritica] rosson for kccping ihie
Iurgy, latetd b the very compleints of those who wish to
throw it out Linrgical worship—which in fagl s called
Jiturgical precisely because it emplovs set (rote!) forms
undl orders, using in repetitive patterna poriions of the
Word of God, keeping parterns handed down through the
tradition of the Cusrch—t2nds nulomaticaily to wesd ot
the scoffers. Of course, God wante evervane, - including
scoiTers, o be saved, bl He also knows—as should we— B8
that no seoffer who persists in his scoffing at the Word of
Goed cain Be saved. Jeies' ipproach to such s these vas to
let them alone (Matthew | 514, and on the other hand to say, "Diessed mre ﬁ-r.-u flad
hear the word of God, and heep it” (Luke 11:28) 8o it is rensonable to 5ur!lpm€1|1-lll the
liturgy has been emploved throughout the history of the people of God in Eart for fhis
very reason: it is helpful to the fithful and it hinders the hypocrites






